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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Should applicant desire to obtain the benefit of foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. 
119(a)-(d) prior to declaration of an interference, a certified English translation of the 
foreign application must be submitted in reply to this action. 37 CFR 41.154(b) and 
41.202(e). 

Failure to provide a certified translation may result in no benefit being accorded 
for the non-English application. 

Specification 

Claim 8 is objected to because of the following informalities: Claim 8 is not 
present in the application although a preliminary amendment has been filed for claim 8. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 



Application/Control Number: 09/700,043 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2832 

only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Applicant cannot rely upon the foreign priority papers to overcome this rejection 
because a translation of said papers has not been made of record in accordance with 
37CFR1.55. See MPEP § 201.15. 

Claims 1, 2, 5 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Wygnanski [US 6,598,621]. 

Claim 1, Wygnanski discloses a magnetic drive for a switch, in particular for an 
electric switch [abs, the magnetic drive can be used for opening and closing electrical 
contacts] having an armature [10, 22] which is linearly displaceable between two end 
positions of a space [figure 1], with at least one movable switch contact [not shown but 
would could be 20 or 26, abs, the magnetic drive can be used for opening and closing 
electrical contacts], having a shunt body [40] made of a magnetizable material and 
arranged at a distance from the armature [figure 1] essentially on the axis of 
displacement of the armature, and having means [12, 12, 36, 38] for generating a 
magnetic field which exerts a retaining force on the armature holding it in the end 
positions [up or down], where the course of the flux lines of the magnetic field is altered 
by bringing the shunt body [40] together with the armature so that the retaining force 
acting on the armature is reduced, wherein a lock means [42] for the shunt body, by 
which the shunt body can be held in the end position facing the former and can be 
released from the end position by exerting a low force or power [col. 10 lines 21-53]. 

Claim 2, Wygnanski discloses the magnetic drive according to claim 1, wherein 
the shunt body [40] can be locked in the end position [up against 12 and 14] by means 
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of mechanical holding devices [42, a de-energized piezo bender is straight, col. 10 lines 
26-30]. 

Claim 5, Wygnanski discloses the magnetic drive according to claim 1, wherein 
the shunt body [40] can be locked in the end position [up against 12 and 14] by means 
of the magnetic holding means [40 is attracted to 12 and 14, col. 10 lines 26-30]. 

Claim 7, Wygnanski discloses the magnetic drive according to wherein the 
electric switch [abs] is closed in the end position of the armature [10, 22] facing away 
from the shunt body [40, if the electrical contacts are 20], and it is open in the end 
position of the armature [10, 22] facing the shunt body [40, if the electrical contacts are 
20]. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 3, 4 and 6 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BERNARD ROJAS whose telephone number is 
(571)272-1998. The examiner can normally be reached on M and W-F, 10:00-7:00. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Elvin G. Enad can be reached on (571) 272-1990. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Elvin G Enad/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2832 
Br 

/Bernard Rojas/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2832 



